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Chapter DCF 55
SUBSIDIZED GUARDIANSHIP

DCF55.01 Authority and purpose. DCF 55.08 Amendment to adjust payment amount.
DCF 55.02 Definitions. DCF 55.09 Supplementapayments under subsidized guardianship agreements
DCF 55.03 Eligibility. enterednto before July 1, 2a1
DCF 55.04 Procedure to inform prospective guardians. DCF 55.10 Review of eligibility for subsidized guardianship payments.
DCF 55.05 Eligibility determination and documentation in ctslglermanency DCF 55.1  Appeals.
plan. DCF 55.12 Interim caretaker
DCF55.06 Subsidized guardianship agreement. DCF 55.13  Background check of interim caretaker and nonclient residents.

DCF 55.07 Amount of monthly payment.

Note: This chapter was created as an ejaecy rule, EmR1212, fetctive Sep (7) “Like=kin” means a person who has a significant mo
tember 3, 2012. tional relationship with the child or the chifdfamily andwho,
prior to the childs placement in out—of-home care, haccaist

DCF 55.01 Authority and purpose.  This chaptespeci ! : I : . ; [AEE
fies procedures foagencies to provide subsidized guardiansh@gar]?;?;'iﬁgls?é?a‘fi’gz;&% child or the chidfamily that is similar

paymentsunder s. 48.623, Stats., or a subsidigedrdianship p i . Y . .
agreemenentered into under s. 48.62 (5), 2009 Stats., to support(8) “Nonclient resident” has the sanmeeaning as in s. DCF
legal permanence for care of children in any of the following: 12-02(18).
(1) Guardianships under s. 48.977, Stats. (9) “Out-of-homecare” for thepurpose of sub. (7) means
(2) Guardianshipsinder a Visconsin tribal lawthat is sub physicalcustody of a child or juvenile under any of the following

stantially similar to s. 48.977, Stats., and as provided for in Bﬁragraphsf.

agreementhat includes the purpose of making subsidized guard (&) Sections 48.205 (1), 48.207, 48.208, 48.209, 48.21, 48.32,
ianshippayments to a guardian of an Indian child and that is maie-345,48.357, 48.363, or 48.365, Stats., or a substantially simi
betweera tribe and a county @n a county having population  1ar Wisconsin tribal law

of 750,000 or more, between a tribe and the department. (b) Sections 938.205 (1), 938.207, 938.208, 938.209, 938.21,

Note: Before July 1, 201, the Bureau of Milwaukee Child &lfare administered 938.32,938.345, 938.357, 938.363, or 938.365, Statsa, sub
a subsidized guardianship demonstration project that was authorized by a fedgt@lntiallysimilar Wisconsin tribal law
waiverand s. 48.62 (5), 2009 Stats.

The date in a statutory citation means that was the last edition of the statutes in(C) A voluntary placement agreement under s. 48.63 (1), Stats.,
which that provision appearsn 2011 Wsconsin Act 32, some paragraphs of s. 48.62r a substantially similar Wconsin tribal law

(5), 2009 Stats., were repealed and others were renumbered and amended to creaﬁ « " . .
S.48.623, Stats., S0 s. 48.62 (5), 2®4ts., last appeared in the 2009 edition of the 0) “Permanencyplan” has the same meaning as in ss. 48.38

statutes. _ (1) (b) and 938.38 (1) (b), Stats.
History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fe6-1-13. Note: Sections 48.38 (1) and 938.38 (1) (b) provide that “permanency plan”
means‘a plan designetb ensure that a child is reunified with his or her family when
DCF 55.02 Definitions. In this chapter: everappropriate, or that the child quickly attamsplacement or home providing

(1) “Agency” means a county department of sosialvices °"9ermstabilite
unders. 46.22, Stats.; a county department of human serviced+1) ‘Relative” means all of the following: _
unders. 46.23, Stats.; pin a county having a population of (&) A parent, stepparent, brothsister stepbrotherstepsister
750,0000r more, the department. half brother half sister brother—in—law sister—in—lawy first

(2) “Backgroundinformation disclosure” means a forne cou?g}zannd Cgfssérr‘]' gtegh?gzgg% ung:]ee’rgtl.‘grt]' ;;eggrr:g{gasgeﬁhe
scribedby the department on which a person completes requir%&ﬂ.' ; ypd X P t—l g gt’ ; thl ol y
information for the caregiver background check unddB8<£85, prefix of grand, great, or great=great, whether by blood, marriage,
Stats. or legal adoption, or the spouse of any person namés para

Note: Form DCF-F-2978-Backgound Information Disclose is available in graph,even if the marriage is te_rml_nated by death or divorce.
the forms sectiorof the department website, http://wwadef.wisconsin.govor by (b) For purposes of the application of s. 48.028, Stats., and the
writing to the Division of Safety and Permanence).PFBox 8916, Madison WI federalindian Child Velfare Act, 25 USC 1901 to 1963e|ative”
53708-8916. includesan extended family membeas defined in s. 48.028 (2)

(i) :ghild” mearlS a perSr(])n (;ESS than 18 fye;;i_lrj of ag%f (am), Stats., whether by blood, marriage, or adoption, including
(4) “Department’means the department of children and fambgoptionunder tribal law or custom.

lies. - : .
i . , o (12) “Subsidizedguardianship paymenttheans a payment
(5) "Division of hearings and appeals” meadvision in the  pyrsyantto an agreement between an ageaoyd a guardian
departmenbf administration. ~ enterednto under s. 48.623, Stats., or s. 48.62 (5), 2009 Stats.
(5m) “Final substantiated finding” means all of the following: (13) “Supplementapayment” meanghe portion of a subsi

(@) A final determination made after January 1, 2015, thaigzed guardianship payment that is based on a chitténtified
personhas abused or neglected a child under s. 48.981 (3) (c) Sfeeds.

Stats.,and s. DCF 40.04 if the final determination has not beernistory: CR: 12-045: crRegister May2013 No. 689, & 6-1-13;CR 16-014:
reversedor modified on appeal. cr. (5m), am. (8) Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16.

(b) A determination made before January 1, 2015, thatson DCF 55.03 Eligibility. (1) CHILD AND GUARDIAN. AN

hasabused or neglected a child under s. 48.981c(34., 201 - . . X
Stats. f the determination has not been reversed or modified ggencyshall provide monthly subsidized guardianship payments
appea{l. 0'a guardian oé child under s. 48.977 (2), Stats., or under a sub
Note: The date in a statutory citation means that wakagieedition of the statutes .Stantla”ySIm"ar Wsc_onsm tribal law and an agreemepecified
in which that provision appears. ins. DCF 55.01 (2), if the agency determines thaifdhe follow
(6) “Interim caretaker” means a person seeking or receivifigd apply:

paymentsunder s. 48.623 (6), Stats. (&) The child meets all of the following conditions:
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1. The child has been removed from his or her home under any(a) Adoptionwith adoption assistance under s. 48.975, Stats.,

of the following: andch. DCF 50.
a. A voluntary agreement under48.63, Stats., or a substan  (b) Guardianship under s. 48.977, Stats., with subsidized
tially similar Wisconsin tribal law guardianshigayments under s. 48.623, Stats., and this chapter
b. AWisconsin court order or a substantially similastén- (c) Guardianshiunder s. 48.977, Stats., with long-term-kin

sin tribal court order containing a finding that continued placé&hip care payments under s. 48.57 (3n), Stats., and ch. DCF 58.

mentof the child in his or her home woub@ contrary to the wel (d) Guardianship under ch. 54, Stats.

fare of the child. (2) An agency shall use a form prescribed by the department
2. The child has been residing in the home of the prospectigeexplain the permanency options under sub. (1), and the relative

guardianfor not lessthan 6 consecutive months immediatelyr like—kin fosterparent shall sign the form acknowledging that

beforeguardianship is established. the options have been explained to him or her following the
3. Adoption of the child or return of the child to his or hefXPlanation.The agency shall retain a signed copy of the form and
homeis not in the child best interests. attachthe signed form to the subsidized guardiansigiggement

4. The child demonstrates a strong attachment to theguat][ﬂgﬁ::hgggbss?d?feg tgﬁ;ﬁ;?;ﬁgh?lg Ifllé(:rlfgnitﬁ”rdp.)arent decides

Note: Form DCF-F-CFS279Permanency Options in Brigé available in the
5. Ifthe child is 14 years of age or avitxe child has been con forms section of the department website, http://wdefwisconsin.govor by writ

ian.

sultedregarding the guardianship arrangement. Q??YS%_tgslgivision of Safety and Permanenced.PBox 8916, Madison WI
(b) The guardian meets all of the following conditions: History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fef-1-13.
chil(::iL The guardian is a relative of the child or like—kin to the DCF 55.05 Eligibility determination and documen -

Note: Section DCF 55.02 (7) provides ttilite—kin” is a person with a significant tation in child’ s permanency plan. (1) For a child whose

emotional relationship with the child or the cridmily and who, prior to the chist Permanencyplan will include placement with a guardian and the
placemenin out-of-home care, had an existing relationship with the chitdeor receiptof subsidized guardianship payments, an agency shall pro

child's family that is similar to a familial relationship. vide a description of all of the following on a form prescribed by
2. The guardian has a strong commitment to caring pernthe department:
nently for the child. (a) The eforts that the agency has made to rethenchild to

3. For not less than 6 consecutive months immediately befdvis or her home and the reasons the agency has determined that
beingnamed as the guardian of the child, the prospective guardiaturnto the home is not in the chitdbest interests.
hasbeen licensed as a foster parent and the prospective guardiaib) The steps the agency has taken to determine that adoption
andall nonclient residents in the guardisuiome have met the is not in the childs best interests and the reasons why adoption is
backgroundcheck requirements specified in s. 48.685, Stats., andt being pursued, including thefefts the agency has made to
andss. DCF 56.05 (1) (f) and 56.055. discussadoption bythe prospective guardian as a more permanent

4. Before being named as the guardian of the child, the pajternativeto guardianship andocumentation of the reasons the
spectiveguardian entered into a subsidized guardianapipe = Prospectiveguardian has chosen not to pursue adoption.
mentwith the agency under s. DCF 55.06. (c) Reasons a permanent placement with a subsidized-guard

(c) An order under s. 48.32, 48.345, 48.353.363,48.365, ianship arrangement is in the chddtestinterests, including the
938.32, 938.345, 938.357, 938.363, or 938.365, Stats., or a ifyjlity of the prospective guardian to manage the chitdla
stantiallysimilar Wisconsin tribal court order placing the child, ofionshipwith his or her parents.
continuingthe placement of the childutside of the child home (d) If the child is an Indian child, a description of how the
hasbeenterminated, or any proceeding in which the child haguardianshipmeets the requirements for placement preferences
beenadjudged to be ineed of protection or services specified ininders. 48.028 (7) (b), Stats., or if applicable, s. 48.028 (7) (c),
s. 48.977 (2) (a), Stats., has been dismissed as provided itats.,unless good cause is determined under s. 48.028 (7) (e),
48.977(3r), Stats., or a substantially similar proceedimgler ~Stats.

Wisconsintribal law has been dismissed. (e) The ways in which the eligibility requirements for subsi

(d) If the agencyknows or has reason to know that the chil@izedguardianship payments under s. DCF 55.03 are met.
is anindian child, the Indian child’parent, Indian custodian, and (f) Reasons for any separation of siblings during the placement
tribe have been provided with notioé the childs placement in with the guardian.
the home of theguardian under s. 48.977 (4) (c) 2m., Stats., and (g) The eforts made by the agency to discuss the subsidized
the court has found undet 48.977 (4) (g) 4., Stats., that the homguardianshigrrangement with the chiklparents or reasomgy
of the guardian is in compliance with the order of placement prefforts were not made.
erenceunder s. 48.028 (7) (b), Stats., ibrapplicable, s. 48.028 Note: Form DCF-F-2691Subsidized Guaianship Eligibility Determination
(7) (C), Stats., unless the court fouymbd cause, as described jrignd Permanency Plan Addenduisiavailablein e MSACWIS, the child welfare

: t ti tem, or b iting to thBivisi f Saft d P B
5.48.028 (7) (¢), Stats. for departing from that order  gase iorYSteh,or by wing f tNisionofSafety and Permanenc FBox

(2) siBLINGS. An agency shall also provide subsidizgdird (2) Theagency shaknter the completed form under sub. (1)
ianshippayments for the care of a siblingeothild who meets the in the childs permanency plaand submit the form to the court
conditionsunder sub. (1) (a), regardless of whether the siblingith the court report under s. 48.977 (4) (e), Stats.
meetsthese conditions if the agency and the guardian agree on thg3) If a person submits to the agency a written request for a
appropriatenessf placing the sibling in the f“ﬁ?me of the guardiandeterminationof eligibility for subsidized guardianship pay

History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May013 No. 689, &f6-1-13,CR 16-014:  ments,the agency shall provide a written determination of €ligi
am. (1) (b) 3. Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16. bility to the person no later than 30 days after receiving the
request. The determination shall include a notice of the pesson’

_ DCF 55.04  Procedure to inform prospective guard _right to appeal the agency determination under s. DCFL55.1
ians. (1) An agency shall explain to each foster parent who is &yistory: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fef-1-13.

relativeof or like—kin to afoster child for whom he or she is pro

viding care and maintenance the foster pasegitibility for ser DCF 55.06 Subsidized guardianship  agreement.
vices andthe expectations involved with the following perma(1) An agency shall enter into a written, signed subsidized guard
nencyoptions for the child: ianshipagreement with a prospective guardian before guardian

RegisterJune 2016 No. 726
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ship is established under s. 48.93ts., or under a substantiallychild and guardian remain eligible for subsidized guardianship
similar Wisconsin tribal law and an agreement specified in s. DGfayments.

55.01 (2), and before providing subsidized guardiangté  (j) A description of the terms upon which the subsidized guard
mentsto the guardian. Thagency shall provide the prospectivganshipagreement may terminate under s. DCF 55.10 (5) (d).

guardianwith a copy of the signed agreement. (k) That an agency may recover any overpayment of subsi
(2) Thesubsidized guardianship agreement shall be on a fogized guardianship payments from a current or former guardian
prescribedby the department and specify all of the following: by any legaimeans as determined by the agenisy overpayment
(a) The amount of the monthly subsidized guardianshijp to a guardian who continues to receive subsidized guardianship
ments that will be provided under the agreement. paymentsmay be recovered by reducing the amount of the per
(b) The manner in which subsidized guardianship paymersgn’smonthly payment.
may be adjusted periodicallyasedon the circumstances of the (L) That the guardian may be eligible for adoption assistance
guardianandneeds of the child, in consultation with the guardiamunders. 48.975, Stats., and 42 USC 673 for céutle child if the
(c) A description of any additional services asdistancéhat guardianlaterdecides to adopt the child. In determining eligibil
the child or guardian will be eligible for under the agreement arity for adoption assistance, the placement of the child in the home
the procedures by which the guardian may agipiythe additional of the guardiarand any subsidized guardianship payments will be
servicesand assistance as needed. consideredo have never been made.

; f Note: Form DCF-F-CFS236%5ubsidized Gudianship Ageementis available
(d) That the agency will pay or reimburse the total cost of non WSACWIS, the child welfare automation system, or by writing to the Division

recurringexpenses directly related to obtaining guardianship gfsafety and PermanenceDPBox 8916, Madison Wi 53708-8916.

the child, not to exceed $2,000, including court costs, attorneyHistory: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689,fe6-1-13.

fees,and other reasonable and necessary expenses.
(e) That the agreement will remain irfesft without regardo DCF 55.07 Amount of monthly payment.

the state of residence of the guardian_ (1) A.MOUNT IN AGREEMENT. Theamount Of a SUl.)Sll(:leEd gU.and
(f) That medical assistance provided unditie XIX of the ianship payment shall be the amount in the initial subsidized

SocialSecurity Act of 1935, as amended, is available to the ch@ig@rdianshigreement under s. DCF 55.06 or as adjusted by an
asfollows: amendmento the subsidized guardianskigreement signed by

1. Medical assistanogill be provided in accordance with thebOth the guardian and the agency under s. DC.F. 55.08. .
proceduresf the state in which the child resides, except if a child (2) INTIAL AMOUNT. (&) 1. The monthly subsidized guardian
receiving subsidized guardianshipayments from an agency inSN/P payment amount in an initial subsidized guardianship agree
Wisconsinis not eligible for medicassistance in the chitlstate mententerednto on or after July 1, 201 shall equal the amount
of residence, the child is eligible foristtonsins medical assist ©f the monthly foster care payment received by the prospective
ance program under ss. 49.43 to 49.497, Stats. guardianfor the care of the child under s. DCF 56.23 in the month

2. Medical assistance may not be used as primary insuraﬁgg;géatelyprecedlng the month in which the guardianship is
coveragdor care ofa child that is covered by a guard@aprivate o ) .
healthinsurance. A prospective guardian shall complete a form 2- Notwithstanding subd. 1., the monthly subsidized guard
prescribecby thedepartment of health services to provide infor@shippayment amount may be lean the amount under subd.
mationon any private health insurance coverage before guafdif agreed to by the prospective guardian and specified in the sub
ianship is established under s. 48.977, Stats., or a substantilfiizedguardianship agreement under s. DCF 55.06.
similar Wisconsin tribal law (b) The supplemental payment amount basedhe childs

Note: Form HCF-1015,BadgerCae Plus/Medicaid Health Insurandeforma identified needs and includeid the initial subsidized guardian
tion, is available in the forms section of the Department of Health Services Websghip agreement shall be determined under s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if

E\t;’;;{{,m;ﬁ{‘y%?";g‘f 'Qb%o,\\ﬁ;dfi?orﬂ t\r,‘\ﬁ 5'33';5'10_%3"59'_*63"“ Care Access andi o child has needs that have been identified as moderate or inten

i ; ivein the areas listed in s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) 1. a. to e.
() The agencyg responsibility to release medical, educa®'Ve!"
tional, and other historical information the agency has about thgiow: Under . 48.62 (4) Stats, and s. DCF 56.23 (L(chupplemental pay

hild h : di " d ith licab ntmay be paid to a foster parent who operates a Level 1 foster home.
f;v'v to the prospective guardian, in accordance with applica €(3) ADJUSTMENTOF MONTHLY PAYMENT. (@) The amount of a

. . . . monthly payment to aguardian may be adjusted periodically
(h) That if any of the following occuthe guardian shall notify pasedon the circumstances tfe guardian and the needs of the

the agency within 10 calendar days of thieefive date: child under s. DCF 55.08, in consultation with the guardian.
1. The guardias’address changes. (b) Notwithstandingpar (a), the amount of a monthly subsi
2. There is a change in the chéldjuardian. dized guardianship payment to a guardian may not be adjusted
3. The child enters the military unders. DCF 55.08 if the prospective guardgafoster home was
4. The child gets married. certifiedat Level 1 under s. DCF 56.13 (3) on the date that the pro
5. The child is no longer living in the home of the guardiaépectlveguardlan signed the subsidized guardiansigieement
- under s. DCF 55.06.
6. The child is deceased.

. ' . Note: The adjustment of a monthly payment is an adjustment to the supplemental
. The child completes high school or an equivalent edugsymentwhich a guardian is not eligible teceive if his or her foster home was eerti

tional program after reaching 18 years of age. ﬁegiztt;eyelclé- 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fe-1-13

8. If the childis covered by the guardianhealth insurance o Semes Y T '
andthe guardiars health insurance benefits change or if the child pcE 5508 Amendment to adjust payment amount.
wasnot covered by the guardiarhealth insurance and becomegy) g gsTanTIAL CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES. In this section,

covered. “substantialchange in circumstances” means thabaumented
9. The guardian is no longer supporting the child or ino  changehas occurred regarding tokild in one or more areas of
gerlegally responsible for supporting the child. identified needs, including physical, behavioral, or emotional
10. The child is placed outside the guardsambme at public needsthat would result in @hange in a supplemental payment
expense. determinedunder one of the following:
(i) The guardiars responsibility to complete and return to the (a) For a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into
agencythe annual review questionnaire under s. DCF 55.10 (3)beforeJuly 1, 201, under s. 48.685), 2009 Stats., the amount
a timely manner to allow the agency to determine whether tdeterminedunder s. DCF 55.09.

~
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(b) For a subsidized guardianship agreement enteredinto (d) If requested by the agendyave the child evaluated by a
or after July 1, 201, under s. 48.623, Stats., the amount detespecialistof the agency choice and at the agenegxpense and
minedunder s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if the child has needs that hasigbmitdocumentation requested by the agency no later than 90
beenidentified as moderate or intensive in the areas listed indaysfollowing the agency request, by a date agreed to by the
DCF56.23 (2) (a) 1. a. to e. agency.

Note: Under s. DCF 55.07 (3) (b), a guardian who wdsster parent who oper e) If the guardian accepts the adjusted payment amount
Sionedis ot elgibiefor an amendment 1o adst he subsKizet Guatcianship pe e by the agencysign and return the amendment to the
mentamount. agency.

(2) TimiNG OFREQUEST. A guardian who is receivingionthly (4) Acency REsPONSE. If an agency receives guardians

subsidized guardianship payments pursuant to an initel requesto amend a subsidized guardianship agreement under sub.
amendedsubsidized guardianshiggreement may request that th¢3), the agency shall do all of the following:
agreemenbe amended to increase the amount of those paymentga) No later than 45 days following receipt of a guardian’
If. the guardlan belleves that there has been'a substantial Chan%d[]estmake a decision on the request fribra information sub
circumstancesind the timing of the request is any of tbkow-  mjtted by the guardian under sub. (3) (a) and (b) or determine that
Ing: additionalinformation is needed to make a decision. If the agency

(a) Not less than 1&honths after any of the following occurred:determineghat additional informatiois needed, the agency may

1. The guardianship was established urglet8.977, Stats., do any of the following:

or under a substantially similarig¢onsintribal law and an agree 1. Obtain technical assistance from a specialist.
mentspecified in s. DCF 55.01 (2). 2. Request that the guardian have the child evaluated by a spe
2. A previous request for an amendment to the subsidizeidlist of the agency choice and at the agenegxpense.
guardianshipagreement was denied. 3. Request more information about the childirrent fune
(b) Within 120 days before the expiration date ofaamend tioning from the guardian.
mentto the subsidized guardianship agreement. (b) If the agency requests more information under. fe;

(3) GuARDIAN REQUEST. To request an amendment to the-submakea decision on the guardiarrequest no later than 30 days
sidizedguardianship agreement, the guardian shall do dieof following receipt of the additional information.
following: (c) Determine whether any of tfisllowing apply to the guard

(a) Complete and return the request for subsidized guardidan:
shipamendmentorm prescribed by the department to document 1. A final substantiated finding has been made that the guard
the guardians observations of the chiklphysical,behavioral, janabused or neglected a child.

andemotional needs. 2. Afinding that is comparable to a final substantiated finding

Note: When a guardian contacts the agency about a possible amendment, : iriadint :
agencysends the guardian at least 2 sets oéfigicable forms. The forms are avail Ha% been made in any other JunSdICtlon where the guardlan has

ablein the forms section of the department website, http://wiefavisconsin.gov, resided.
or by writing to the Divisiorof Safety and Permanence®PBox 8916, Madison WI (d) If the agency determines that there has been a substantial

53708-8916. . L . .
For a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into before Julyll tf291 .Change'f‘ Clrcums.tances that eStab“She.S that the child has an
agencysends all of the following forms: increasein needs in one or more categories of the supplemental
ngF—FJ—IZSFEEfubsidized Gualianship Amendment Request —Establishedpaymentschedule and there is no substantiated regatuse or
eforeJuly 1, 201. - - h
DCF-F-2783-ESubsidized Gualianship Amendment RequesConfirmation nsgAeCtOfbthg-Chgd by tge gul,?-rdlan’fef to increase the amount
of Needs Behavioral Characteristics ot the subsidized guardianship payment.
DfCNF—Iz—2P7§4jE5|L;gsidizedl?;algﬁnshi? An:yendment Request — Confirmation  (e) Determine the new monthly subsidized guardianship pay
of Needs Physical/Persona aracteristics P
DCF-F-2785-ESubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — ConfirmationmentamOunt based on all O_f the followmg. .
of Needs Emotional Characteristics. 1. The foster care basic maintenance and exceptional pay
Fora subsidized guardianship agreement entered intoafteoduly 1, 201, the  mentamounts that were includéal the initial subsidized guard
agencysends all of the following forms that apply to the childge: ianship agreement
ngu—nfgﬁé%t—mggquub;lglzed Gualianship Amendment Request — Complete Note: The basianaintenance payment was the amount provided under s. 48.62

e _ i~ . . ’ 4), Stats., when the subsidized guardianship agreement was sigredxceptional

8%@ r:\:ngigzlgcuebril?\iéz(éfgr?&g%%%/i\(r:n:“g%eigitoﬁequem — Age Birth to aymentamount was determined under s. DCF 56.23 (3 fubsidized guardian

DCF-F-2868-ESubsidized Guaianship A d R Age 5 1o 1 hipagreement entered into on or after July 112@hd the version of s. DCF 56.1
Subsidized Guafanship Amendment Request — Age 5 10 14yt was repealed in 2D%or a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into

Child and Adolescent Needs andesigths (CANS)ersion beforeJuly 1, 201
DCF-F-2869-Eubsidizeduadianship Amendment Request — Confirmation T
of Needs Emotional Characteristics (Age Birth to 5) 2. An adjusted supplemental payment calculated under one

DCF-F-2870-ESubsidized Gualianship Amendment Request — Confirmatiorof the following:

of Needs Emotional Characteristics (Age 5 t0.17) P . . .
DCF-F-2871-ESubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request—Confirmatiorb a. For a subsidized guardianshigreement entered into
of Needs Behavioral Characteristics (Age Birth to 5) eforeJuly 1, 201, under s. 48.62 (5), 2009 Statbg rate deter

DCF-F-2872-ESubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmatiorminedunder s. DCF 55.09.

of Needs Behavioral Characteristics (Age 5 t0.17) o . . .
DCF-F-2873-Esubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmation b. For a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into on

of Needs Physical/Personal Ga€haracteristics (Age Birth to 5) or after July 1, 201, under s. 48.623, Stats., the rate determined

DCF-F-2874-E5ubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmatiorunders. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) the child has needs that have been

?ngﬁgrsdiih?grl:;@tg ZL?C:Z{'UTL'ESKST% :gteor:li;)the tharapply tothe chie  19ctified as moderater intensive in the areas listed in s. DCF
needs. 56.23(2) (@) 1. a.to e.

(b) Submit documentation by appropriate professionals 3. If the level of pointsn an established supplemental pay
regardingthe childs current needs to the agency with the amenfentcategory in s. DCF 55.09 or 56.23 (2) (a) 1. a. to e. is at the
mentrequest. The documentation shall be on a form prescrib@ig@hestnumber of points in an intensive level of need categary
by the department and dated not more than 6 months beforeififgeasen payment may be fefred in that category
request. () Provide the guardian with written noticetbé agency deci

Note: The professionals complete the sdorens as the guardian under.f@).  sion on the guardias’request by the deadline in péa) or (b).

(c) If requested byhe agencyprovide additional information The notice shall be on a form prescribed by the department and
aboutthe childs current functioning no later than 90 days folowshall include information on the guardiantight to appeal the
ing the agency request. agencydecision under s. DCF 53.1A guardian may appeal the
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agency’sdenial of a request for ancrease of the monthly subsi humberedrequests for continuation, the guardian shall dofall
dized guardianship payment amount or the amount that thee following:

agencyoffers to increase the payment amount. a. Complete andeturnthe request for subsidized guardian
Note: Form DCF-F-2756-B\otice of Appoval for Amendment for Subsidized Ship amendmentorm prescribed by the department to document

Guardianship and form DCF-F-2765-Botice of Denial for Amendment for Subsi . . L . .
dizedGuadianship are available in el SACWIS, the child welfare automation sys the guardlans observations of the chikd phyS|caI,behaV|oraI,

tem, or by writing to the Division of Safety and Permanend®, Box 8916, Madison andemotional needs.
WI 53708-8916. Note: The agency sends tigeiardian at least 2 sets of the same forms that are

i i quiredfor an initial amendment under sub. (3) (a). The forms are available in the
(g) If an agency dérs to increase the monthly SUbSIdlze(?grms section of the department website, http://wdefvwisconsin.goyor by writ

guardianshippayment amount and thguardian accepts the ing to the Division of Safety and Permanence).PBox 8916, Madison WI
amountthat the agency fdrs, the agency arttie guardian shall 53708-8916.

signan amendment tihe subsidized guardianship agreement thatFor a SUSSid:feg g“?ﬂﬂiaﬂshig agreement entered into before Julyll ti2@1
e . . encysends all of the following forms:
SpeCIfIESthe new monthly payment amount and the time penggDCF—F—ZSlS—ESubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Established

thatthe amendment will be fective. An amendment to a subsi  BeforeJuly 1, 201.

dizedguardianship agreement may not Hecative for morethan DCF-F-2783-ESubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
; f Needs Behavioral Characteristics
oneyear The amendment shall be on a form prescribed by th%CF—F—2784—E5ubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Confirmation

department. of Needs Physical/Personal Ga€haracteristics

Note: Form DCF-F-2756-B\otice of Appoval for Amendment for Subsidized DCF-F-2785-ESubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
Guardianshipand Amended Agementis available in eW¢ACWIS, the child wel of Needs Emotional Characteristics.
fareautomation system, or by writing to the DivisioihSafety and PermanenceQP For a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into afteoduly 1, 201, the
Box 8916, Madison WI 53708-8916. agencysends all of the following forms that apply to the childge:

(h) An amendmento a subsidized guardianship agreement DCF-F-2781-ESubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Complete
. ; DocumentatiorRequest.

shallbe efective as follows: DCF-F-2867-E5ubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Age Birth to 5

1. The first amendment to a subsidized guardianship agreeCDgi::d allzndz é\gglescth_y_eegseang_emtr?s (AC\ANSd)a’Si?nR  Ave 51017
H o s H —F— —ESU sidize uaransnip Amenamen equest — Age (0]
mentis efective thefirst day of the month following the date that = and Adoleseent Neads andesigths (CANS)ersion

the agency receives the amendment signed by the guardidineand pcrF-r-2869-Esubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
agency. of Needs Emotional Characteristics (Age Birth to 5)
. DCF-F-2870- idi franship Al R — fi i

2. An amendment after the first amendment feaive the PO Sm%ﬁg?%ﬂ';?;’cgﬁgﬁigs(,;ge 2“?0’_‘;’9;6”‘ equest — Confirmation
first day of the month following the date that bofhhe following DCF-F-2871-ESubsidized Guaianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
haveoccurred: of Needs Behavioral Characteristics (Age Birth to 5)

. . CF-F-2872-E5ubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
a. The date that the agency receives the amendment signed gw%ds Behavioral Characteristics (Apge 510.17) a

the guardian and the agency DCF-F-2873-ESubsidized Gudianship Amendment Request — Confirmation
b. The d h . d h ired of Needs Physical/Personal Ga€haracteristics (Age Birth to 5)
: e date that a previous amendment has expired. DCF-F-2874-ESubsidized Gudranship Amendment Request — Confirmation

(5) ReviEw OF AMENDMENT. (a) At least 120 days before the ©f Needs Behavioral Characteristics (Age S t0.17) -
expirationof an amendment to a subsidized guardianship agr%g'gggguardlan completes and returns to the agency the thanapply to the child

ment, the agency shall sengritten notice to the guardian on a b. Submit documentation by appropriate professionals

form prescribedy the department. The notice shall include thf’egar'dingthe childs current needs on a forprescribed by the

expirationdate of the amendment amformation on requesting yepartmenand dated not more than 6 months before the request
continuationof the payment amount in the amendment. for continuation.

Note: The agency determines whifdrm to send based on the type of documenta
tion that the guardiamustsubmit under pafc). See the notes in pér) for informa a
tion on the required notices. In years that complete documentation is resuied . . . "
par.(c) 2., the agency sends to the guardian at least 2 sets of applicable fahes for (d) The agency may require the guardian to provide additional
guardianand appropriate professionals to complete. informationregarding the child' needs, including an evaluation

(b) 1. If a guardiars request for continuation of the paymenby a specialist.
amountin an amendment igceived by the agency 30 days or (e) The agencyhall review the guardiamrequest and sup
more before the expiration datef the amendment, the agencyporting documentation to determine whether the substantial
shallmake a determination on the requesder par(f) before the changein circumstances that was the basis for amending the
currentamendment expires. agreementontinues to exist under the following criteria:

2. If the agency doeasot receive a guardiaitequest for con 1. For asubsidized guardianship agreement entered into
tinuation of the payment amount ian amendment 30 days orbeforeJuly 1, 201, under s. 48.62 (5), 2009 Stathe rate deter
more before the expiration datef the amendment, the agencyminedunder s. DCF 55.09.
shallpay the guardiathe amount in the initial subsidized guard 2. For a subsidized guardianship agreement entered into on
ianshipagreement under s. D@5.06 efective the first day of the or after July 1, 201, under s. 48.623, Stats., the rate determined
first month after the amendment expires. unders. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) ihe child has needs that have been

(c) To request continuation of the monthly subsidized guarientified as moderater intensive in the areas listed in s. DCF
ianshippayment amount in an amendment, the guardian shall sb6.23(2) (a) 1. a. to e.

Note: The professionals complete the same forms as the guardian under subd. 2.

mit appropriate documentation to the agency as follows: (f) 1. Following the review under pde), the agency may
1. Beginning with the first request for continuation of the-payletermineany of the following:
ment amount in an amendment and falt subsequent odd—  a. The substantial change in circumstances that was the basis

numberedequests for continuation, tlgeardian shall complete for the amendment continues to exist.
andreturn a form prescribed by the department to document that ;- A supstantial change in circumstances exists as afbasis
the substantial change in circumstances thas the basis for the 3 monthly subsidized guardianship payment that is more than the

amendmentontinues to exist. . amountin the initial subsidized guardianship agreement but less
Note: Form DCF-F-2767—-B\otice of Amendment Expiration — Option to Con

tinue Current Rateis available in eNMEACWIS, the child welfare automation sys than the current E_‘mendmem_' A .

tem, or by writing to the Division of Safety and Permanend®, Box 8916, Madison c. A substantial change in circumstances no longer exists as

WI 53708-8916. a basis for a monthly subsidized guardianship payment that is
2. Beginning with the second request for continuation of theorethan the amount in the initialibsidized guardianship agree
paymentamount in an amendment and for all subsequent evementunder s. DCF 55.06.
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2. The agency may not determimemonthly subsidized  (3) SCHEDULEOFDIFFICULTY-OF-CARELEVELS. (@) Emotional.
guardianshigpayment amount that is less than the amount in the “Level A, not applicable” children do not exhibit unusual emo
initial subsidized guardianship agreement under s. DCF 55.06ional characteristics for foster children in their age group.

(9) The agency shall provide the guardian with written notice 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includes
of the agency determination under.gfron aform prescribed by or corresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the following
the department that includes information on the guardisght characteristics:
to appeal the agency decision under s. DCF155.1 a. Demanding excessive attention from others.

Note: Form DCF-F-2756—-B\otice of Appoval for Amendment for Subsidized ivh— i i i i
Guardianshipand Amended Agementand form DCF-F-2765-Botice ofDenial b. Nervous, hlgh strung, |mpuIS|ve and dlsDIaymg temper

for Amendment for Subsidized Gaianship are available iIRWISACWIS, the child ~ tantrums.
welfareautomation system, or by writing to the DivisionSatfety and Permanence, c. Restless and hyperactive, havinghort attention span and
P.O.Box 8916, Madison WI 53708-8916. occasionallyvvetting during the night.

(h) If an agency dérs a monthly subsidized guardianship-pay S 5 . ) . .
mentamount that is more than the amount in the initial subsidizggilg)'/ EJXQIebEIi?r\;\%t:'?\tAl{]zevl\t Otrelzteerand lacking confidence in their

guardianshipagreement under s. DCF 55.06 and dgli@rdian - . .
acceptsthe amount that the agencyfes&, the agency and the € Periodically withdrawn and unresponsive.
guardianshall sign an amendment to the subsidized guardianship 3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior that
agreementhat specifies thenonthly payment amount and theincludesor corresponds in extent or degree wétheast 2 of the
time period that the amendment will béeetive. An amendment following characteristics:

to a subsidized guardianship agreement mayaafective for a. Habitually resistive and havingfiitilty communicating
morethanone year The amendment shall be on a form prescribesith others, often failing to do what is expected of them.
by the department. b. Typically respond to situations with apathitowing a lack

Note: Form DCF-F-2756-E, Notice of Approval for AmendmentSabsidized of any interest.
Guardianshipand Amended Agementis available in eWACWIS, the child wel . . L . .
fare automation system, or by writing to the DivisioihSafety and PermanenceQP c. Have dificulty in establishing relationships and setatip
Box 8916, Madison WI 53708-8916. ersfor rejection.

0] _The amendment shall bdegftive the _first day of the month d. Display cultural and social conflicts.

following the date that both of the following have occurred: e. Frequennight bed-wetters or occasionally defecate in bed
1. The d_ate that the agency receives the amendment sigokghesor both.

by the guardian and the agency f. Display over—activity and over—excitedness, necessitating
2. The date that a previous amendment has expired. closesupervision.

(6) AGENCY PROPOSAL. An agency may propose to a person 4, “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior that
receiving monthly subsidized guardianship payments that thecludesor correspondm extent or degree with one or more of
agreementinder s. DCF 55.06 be amended to adjust the amotime following characteristics, and the characteristics are severe:
of those payments. If an adjustment in the amofittiose pay a. Infantile personalities.
mentsis agreed to by the person receiving those payments, the y \vet or defecate in clothing during davtime h I
agreemenshall be amended in writing to specify the adjusteg}, . ordefecate in clothing during daylime Rours severa

amountof those payments and shall be signed by the agency and .- week.
the guardian i 9 y gency and. - severe hyperactivity to the point of frequent destruetive

History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fe6-1-13; (5) (i) a., b. nessor sleeplgssnesg. .
renumberedo (i) 1., 2. under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register May 2013 No. 689; d. Chronically withdrawn, depressed or anxious.
CR 16-014: r and recr. (4) (c) Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1<16 L . . . -
e. Self-injurious, require constant and intensive supervision
and may be involved in behavioral management programs or
showbizarre or severely disturbed behavior

f. Display anorexia nervosa.

DCF 55.09 Supplemental payments under subsi
dized guardianship agreements entered into before
July 1,2011. (1) AppPLicABILITY. This section applies to supple

mentalpayments provided under subsidized guardiarstipe (b) Behavioral. 1. “Level A, not applicable” children do not
mentsentered into before July 1, 20lunder s. 48.62 (5), 2009 exhibit unusual behavioratharacteristics for foster children in
Stats. their age group.

Note: Subsidized guardianship agreements entered into before Julyl1y20@ 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includes

partof a subsidized guardianship demonstration project that was administered bydeorresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the following
Bureauof Milwaukee Child élfare and authorized by a federal waiver and s. 48'68haracteristic5'

(5), 2009 Stats. ) . ) .

(2) SUPPLEMENTALPAYMENTS. (a) The agency may make sup . & Run away infrequently for up to 2 days with the intention
plementalpaymentso the guardian of a child in an amount to b&f returning.
determinedby the agency if the child requires more than the usual b. Occasionally skip classes or an entire day of schdettaf
amount of care and supervision for the chilje because of spe ing class achievement and requiring makesapool work and
cial emotional, behavioral or physical and personal needs.  parentcontact with the school.

(b) If a child does not exhibit characteristics commensurate C. Use sexual acting—out or language as an attention—getting
with a moderate or intensive level of emotional, behavioral, 8¥€chanismand occasionally experiment with alcohol, drogs
physicaland personal speciakeds categories described in sut?oth.

(3), no supplemental payment may be made. If the elxifdbits d. Infrequent conflicts with parents or community authorities,
characteristicccommensurate witin a moderate or intensive includingdisplays of hostility and occasional petty theft, vandal
level of one or more of the emotional, behavioral, or physical affm or both.

personalspecial need categories under (#), a supplemental e. Exhibit occasional aggressive behavsarch as biting,
payment in an amount to be determined by the agshalfbe scratchingor throwing objects at another person.

paid. 3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior that

(c) The agency shall document in the clsildase record the includesor corresponds in extent or degree veitheast 2 of the
characteristicef any selected level of care. following characteristics:
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a. Run away 4 to 7 times a year for3or4 da}@ﬁiﬂe and Note: The administration of medications and preparation of special aiets
; demanding,and prescribed physical therapies such as those for vision, hearing,
requiresencouragement to return. speectlor gross or fine motor skills require one to 2 hours a day

b. Truant from school one to 2 times a month for more than 4« evel D, intensive” children exhibit physical or personal
oneday resulting in delayed academic progress including perfafharacteristicghat include or correspond in extemtdegree with
mancebelow their ability that may lead tdass failure, possible oneor more of the following:
suspensmp fmd frequenF parent contact with the school. . a. Non—-ambulatorymay haveuncontrollable seizures and
_ C. Exhibit sexual activity harmful to themselves and disrupeedappliances for drainage, colostaragpiration or suctioning.
tive to their family and community relationships. b. Even with proper medical attention, vision, speech or hear

d. Occasionally have been involved in non-violerimes jng functions are impaired and may require foster parent training.
suchas buglary, which caused conflict with authority _c¢. Need daily prescribed exercise routines to improve or

e. Exhibit frequent aggressive behavior such as bitingaaintaingross or fine motor skills that require hoadministra
scratchingor throwing objects at another person. tion.

f. Exhibit occasionaself-abusive behavior such as banging d. Require prevention procedures such as daily irrigation.
their heads, poking their eydscking themselves or biting them e. Require extra cleaning and laundry to maintain hygiee
selves. _ _ _ . . control of the childs body waste.

4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior that ¢ Orthotics care.

includesor corresponds extent or degree with one or more of 9. Prescribed physical therapies taking 2 to 3 hours.a day
the following characteristics, gnd the characteristics are SEVEre:  fory: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fef-1-13.
~a. Runs away 8 or more times a year for 5 or more days at a
time, returning only on the initiative of others. DCF 55.10 Review of eligibility for subsidized

b. Habitually create a disturbance in the classroom or geardianship payments. (1) CHANGESTHAT MAY AFFECTELI-
habitually truantfrom school resulting in class failure, frequentiBiLITY. To review a guardian and chi#dcontinued eligibility for
suspensioror expulsion, and requiring frequent parent contactonthly subsidized guardianship payments, an agestull

with the school. determinewhether any of the following changes have occurred:
c. Exhibit sexual deviangyncluding that of a violent nature  (a) There has been a change in the chidiardian.

or nonconsenting involvement of others. (b) The child has entered the military
d. Habitually use alcohol, drugs or both. (c) The child is married.

e. Exhibit uncontrollablebehavior be involved in property (d) The child is no longer living with the guardian.
offensesrepeatedly with adjudication on more than one property () The child is deceased.

offensethat is asserious as bgtary, and have committed acts (f) The child has graduated, completed, or dropped out from

suchas argqn, physmgl assault_or armed .robber.y _.afull-time, kindegartento 12th grade educational program or its
f. Exhibit aggressive behavior on a daily basis, such as bitiRgyivalent.

scratchingor throwing objects at another person. (g) The guardian is no longer supporting the child.

g. Exhibit frequent self-abusive behavior such as banging . L .
their heads, poking their eyddcking themselves or biting them (_h) _lT:e g#_?(;dr:ag Ibegal relspor:jsmllltydfor :}he chﬂ:ijhas ended.
selves. These children may eat inappropriate items such as rubbegl)ic exgecnsle as been placed outside the guarsiianme at

or metal. pu _ .
(2) WHENTOREVIEW. An agency shall review whether a child

(c) Physical and personal car 1. “Level A, not applicable” . A Al I ) .
childrendo not exhibit unusual physical or personal charaeteridldguardian continue to be eligible for subsidizgardianship
payments at the following times:

tics for foster children in their age group. . ]
| (&) Anannual review datihat begins not less than 12 months

2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit physical or personal fterthed h b i h di
characteristicghat include or correspond in extemtdegree with 2iterthedate the agency began making payments to the guardian.

oneor more of the following: (b) Upon receipt of notification from the guardiara@hange

a. Needs soméelp with putting on braces or prosthetid" circumstances under s. DCF 55.06 (2) (i). o
devicesand help with buttons or laces but basically care for them (€) If the agency knows @uspects that a change listed in sub.
selvesand are able to maintain their own physical assistifd) has occurred.
devices. (d) Beginning 6 months befotthe childs 18th birthdayto

b. Seizures or motor dysfunctions that are controlled by-megieterminewhether eligibility is expected to continue under sub.
cation. Therapy forgross or fine motor skills can be done witH4) when the child turns 18 years old.
supervisionfor children to achieve normal conditions. These chil (3) ANNUAL ReVIEW. (a) Notless than 60 days before a guard
drenmay require special diet preparation. ian’s annual review date under sub. (2) (a), the agency shall send

3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit physical or personain annual review questionnaire and notice on a department-
characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with Prescribedorm requesting that the guardian returndbenpleted
oneor more of the following: questionnairavithin 30days of receipt and informing the guard

a. Needs help with dressing, bathing as diaperingeapty ian that payments will be suspended if the agetums not receive

; ; ; the completed questionnaire by the guardiaarinual reviewdate.
g‘rggce?tg%ﬁ;sd and requires the helmgferson or a device to WaII(If the guardian has not returned the completed questionnaire 30

b d . f d maintain phvsical . dlgésafter the agency sent the questionnaire, the agency shall send
0. Needs assistance to care for and maintain physical asssg cond copy of the questionnaire and notice.
devices. Note: Form DCF-F-2736-E5ubsidized Guaianship Request for Information

c. Has feeding problemsuch as excessive intake, extremé Determine Continued Eligibilitys available in the forms section of tiepartment

messinessr extremely slow eating requiring help, supervision qiebSitenttp:/wwwdclwisconsin.govor by writig to the Division of Safety and

both. ) (b) If theguardian returns the annual review questionnaire dur
d. Needs tube or gavage feeding. ing the 60—day period before the annual review date, the agency
e. Requires special care to prevent or remedy skin conditicstsallimmediately document in the chitdélectronic case record

suchas decubiti and severe eczema. the receipt of the form and whether the child and guardian con
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tinue to be eligible for monthly subsidized guardianship -payyearsold and send the notiad decision on a form prescribed by
ments. the department within 15 days after receivthg guardiars com
(4) ELIGIBILITY AFTER AGE 17. (a) Notwithstanding s. DCF pletedform and any necessary documentation.

i i i ote: Form DCF-F-CFS2420otice of Decisioron Subsidized Gudianship
55'02(3)’ a guardlan and a child who is 18 years of age or ol Eibility Status After 18s available in the forms section of the departnsen¢b

may b.e e”gibletolcominue to recei}/e mf?”_”!'}’ subsidized guar ite, http://wwwdcf.wisconsin.govor by writing to the Division of Safety and Per
ianship payments no change &kcting eligibility under sub. (1) manence, B. Box 8916, Madison WI* 53708-8916.

hasoccurred and subd. 1., 2., or 3. applies: Section48.57 (3), Stats., authorizes counties to provide funftinghe mainte

[ . . nanceof a child who is 18 years of age or older
1. The child is 18 years old and is enrolled in asglularly Y 9

. ; ; (5) DeTerMINATION. Following areview of eligibility of a
ﬁit;%nsd(':?‘%%fgi%?ggaa%f%%cggaag:gﬁfroom progkeaning to a guardianand childfor monthly subsidized guardianship pay

mentsunder this section, an agency shall do one of the following:
2. The child is 19 or 20 years old and all of the following (a) Continue the paymentg y g

apply: .
a. Thechild is enrolled in and regularly attending a seconda% é\?go:\élalggc?;t ?Sstpfc?%gnséwgrfi;ignczz)th that the child turns 18

educationclassroom prograreading to a high school diploma or .
the equivalent. (c) Suspend payments for any of the following reasons:
b. The child has a physical, emotional, or behavioral need. 1. The agency did not receive the completed annual review

. . . . . tionnairdrom the guardian under sub. (3) on or before the
c. The social securitgdministration has determined that th ues : .
child is ineligible for Social Security disability insurance or _SUF;gnnualrewew date under sub. (2) (2). If the agency receives the

; . ot mpletedannual review questionnaire from the guarditer
plementalSecurity Income for not meeting the disability standar, : . < 9E
in 42 USC 423 (d) or 42 USC 1382¢ (a). ?Ife review date and none of the changéscaihg eligibility under

Note: 42 USC 423 (d) is the definition of “disabilityhat is used in determining SUD-(1) have occurred, the agency shall reinstate payreéets
eligibility for Social Security disability insurance. 42 USC 1382c (a) is the definitidive the date that the agency receives the completed questionnaire.
of “aged, blind, or disabled individual” that is used in determining eligibility for Sup 2. The child is temporarily placed outside the guardian’
plementalSecurity Income. ;

homeat public expense.

d. The agency determinésat the child physical, emotional, o . .
or behavioral need warrants the continuation of assistamger 3. The child is temporarily not being supported by the guard

5.48.623, Stats. lan. _ o -
3. All of the following apply regarding the child: (d) Terminate payments and other provisions in the subsidized

a. The child turned 18 years of age on or after August 1, zogi!a;dl?st;:mgreerpe.nt band on any gf the Lollolwmg:t h
butis under 21 years of age. . A change of circumstances under sub. (1) (a) to (g) has

b. The child is a full-time student atsecondary school or its oceurred.
vocationalor technical equivalent. 2. The guardian requests in writing that the subsidized guard

. o . . ianshipagreement be terminated.
c. There is an individualized education program under S.siory: CR: 12-045: crRegisteMay 2013 No. 689, &f6-1-13; EmR1414:

115.787 Stats., in déct for the child, and the guardian or interimemergam. (4) (a) (intro.), 1., 2. a...cf4) (a) 3., (am), &8-1-14; CR 14-054: am.
caretakesubmits a copy to the agency (4) (a) (intro.), 1., 2. a., cr(4) (a) 3., (am) Register April 2015 No. 712f.&-1-15

d. The subsidized guardianship agreement for the child

becameeﬂ‘ectl\_/e_ after the C.h"d a_ttalned 16 years of age. givision of hearings and appeals undab. (2) for a review of any
(am) Subsidized guardianship payments may be reinstategithe following agency actions or failures to act:
a guardian or interim caretaker terminated the subsidized-guard 1. The agency did not act promptly on a perseaguest for

ianshipagreement when the child was 18 years of age or over an = o8 e 4 ; >
the child meets the requirements of p@) 3. %ngﬁggawég?tlsonogfpesllgIggl%)for subsidized guardiansipay

(b) To determine whether a guardian and child will continue 2. The agency denied a persoréquest for determination

to be eligible to receive monthly subsidized guardianship- paé P -~ - h
g eligibility for subsidized guardianship payments under s. DCF
gﬁg&vsi\:\]/hgn the child is 18 years old, the agency may do all oft .05(3) on the grounds that a conditispecified in s. DCF 55.03

9 hasnot been met.

1. Six months before the chikl18th birthdaythe agency .
shallsend the guardian a form prescribed by the departmentvt\aﬁ’tg'nngfgt"?]rg'%?lgxigg?endmem under s. DCF 55.0@ghacy

notifiesthe guardian that subsidized guardianship payments ) ;

terminatewhen the child turns 18 years old unless the guardian_&. Denied aguardians request for an amendment under s.

providesinformation regardingotential eligibility for the pay DCF55.08 (4) (f) or (5) (f) 1. c. and (g).

mentsto continue. b. Approved a guardias’'request for an amendmentaat
Note: Form DCF-F-CFS2421Advance Notice oféfmination of Subsidized amountthat is less than the amount that the guard@rsiders

Guardianshipat Age 18is available in elACWIS, the child welfar@automation i
system,r by writing to the Division of Safety and Permanend@, Box 8916 Mad approprlatgmder s. DCF 55'08.(4) (f) or (5) (f) l b. .
isonWI 53708-8916. (b) Review of an agency action failure to act is unavailable

2. If the agency has not received the completed form undkthe action or failure to act arose more than 45 days before the
subd.1. and any necessary documentation from the guardianwrdiamubmits the petition for review to the division of hearings
60 days befor¢he childs 18th birthdaythe agency shall send aandappeals.
secondcopy of the form to the guardian. (2) (a) Upon receipt of a timelyetition as described in sub.

3. If the agency has not received the completed form unddd (b), the division of hearings and appeals shiak the apph
subd.1. or 2. with any necessary documentation from the guardig@ntor recipient reasonable notice and an opportunity for a fair
by 30 days before the chiki’L8th birthdaythe payment for the hearing.
monthof the childs 18th birthday shabe the last payment under (b) The division of hearings and appeals may make such addi
the subsidized guardianship agreement. tional investigation as it considers necessary

4. | f the agency receives the completed form under subd. 1.(c) The division of hearings and appeals shall provioe
or 2.and any necessary documentation from the guardian 30 dagglicantor recipient and the agency whose action or failuseto
or more before the child’18th birthdaythe agency shall deter is the subject of the petition with a notice of heariipat agency
mine whether eligibilitywill continue when the child turns 18 may be represented at the hearing.

DCF 55.11 Appeals. (1) (a) A person may petition the
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(d) The division of hearings and appeals shall render its deci (2) Time-LimiTeD. The agency shall provide the subsidized
sionas soon as possible after the hearing and shall sswtifeed guardianshippayments to an interim caretaker who is eligible
copy of its decision to the applicant or recipient and to the agenegidersub. (1) until he or she is licensed as a foster parent under
whoseaction or failure to act is the subject of the petition. ch. DCF 56, except the agency may not provide subsidized-guard

(e) The decision of the division of hearings and appeals sh@nshippaymentso an interim caretaker for more than 12 months.
havethe same &ct as an order of the agency whose action er fail (3) PayMENT AMOUNT. Theamount of the subsidized guard
ureto act is the subject of the petition. The decision shall be finglnshippayments to the interim caretaker shall be the most recent
but may be revoked or modified as altered conditions may requiggnountthat the agency had agreed to pay the guardian under s.
asprovided under s. HA 3.10 (1). DCF 55.07 (2) or 55.08.

(f) The division of hearings and appeals shall deny a petition (4) OverpayMENTS. An agency may recover any overpay
for review or shall refuse to grant relief if any of the followingnentmade to a current or former interim caretaker byleggl
applies: meansas determined byhe agency An overpayment to an

1. The petitioner withdraws the petition in writing. interim caretaker who continues to receive subsidized guardian

2. The sole issue in the petition concerns an autorpatic ship payments may be recovered by reducing the amount of the

mentadjustment or change thafeats an entire class of recipientsP€rson'smonthly payment.
andis the result of a change in state law History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689 fef-1-13.

3. The petitioner abandons the petition. Abandonment occurs A
if the petitioner fails to appear in person or by a representative aPCF 55.13  Background check of interim caretaker

a scheduled hearingithout good cause, as determined by thEnd nonclient residents. (1) PROVIDE INFORMATION. (@)
division of hearings and appeals. ! eforean agency provides subsidized guardianship payments to

(3) (a) 1. If a recipient requests a hearing withindays after aninterim caretaker seeking payments under s. DCF 5&&2,

; : - p =~' interim caretaker and any noncliemsident in the interim care
the date of the notice that his or her subsidized guardiaPsi¥p 5ker'shome shall do all Béf the following:

mentsare being decreased or discontinued, those payments mayl Complete and submit to the agency the departmbatk

not be decreased or discontinued until a decision is rendered after— =~ - . . Lo
the hearing. groundinformation disclosure form and written authorization for

2. Payments made pendithg hearing decision under Suboltheagency to make follow—up contact with thés@dnsin depait

- - ~mentof justi nd any other person ization rmin
1. may be recovered by the agency if the contested action or fail gntof justice and any other person aganization to dete ©

! - < 4 ' lalihere is any reason under sub. (4) why the interim caretaker is
to act is upheld or the recipient withdraws or abandonpélie ¢ eligible to receivaubsidized guardianship payments under s.

tion. o , _ DCF55.12.
(b) The division Of_hearlngand appeals Sh6_1|| promptly not_lfy Note: DCF-F-2978-EBackgound Information Disclose is available in the
theagency whose action is the subjedthaf hearing that the reeip formssection of the department website, http://widdfiwisconsin.govor by writ
ient has requested a hearing. ing to the Division of Safety and Permanence).PBox 8916, Madison WI
53708-8916.
2. Provide the agency with information on their places of resi
ceduring the 5-year period before the interim caretaker is
seekingsubsidized guardianship payments under s. DCF 55.12.
(b) Before amagency provides subsidized guardianship- pay
DCF 55.12 Interim caretaker . (1) ELcBiLTY. Uponthe MeNISto an interim caretaker seeking payments und&Cs
deathor incapacity of aguardian or upon the termination of a>2:12:the interim caretaker shall provitiee agency or its desig
natedagent with eset of fingerprints stitiently clear to submit
similar Wisconsin tribal law and an agreement specified in s. DGR the Wsconsin department of justice or other law enforcement
55.01(2), the agency that has been providing subsidized gua%;ency_for submission to the national crime information database
ianship payments to the guardian shall provide the subsidiz&§Provided in's. 48.685 (2) (c) 1., Stats. .
guardianshigpayments to the interim caretaker if all of the folow  (2) CONDUCTBACKGROUND CHECK. After the agency receives
ing conditions are met: the information undersub. (1) and before the agency provides

(a) Pursuant to s. 48.685, Stats., and s. DCF 55.13, the ag idizedguardianship payments to an interim caretakes
conductsa background investigation of the interim caretaker ar@€ncyshall do all of the following:
any nonclient resident in the interim caretdkeanome and deter (a) The agency shall obtain the information required under s.
minesthat those individuals meet the requirements in s. 48.688.685(2) (am), Stats., regarding the interim caretaker and any
Stats.,and s. DCF 55.13. nonclientresident in the interim caretakehome.

f f ; Note: Information on how to conduct an initial search of sonteéefequired \ig-
] (b) Thehag_enc_y mspeCtE thed Zometm mteglm (l:aretaker Fons_in records is at http://wi-recordchecilorFollowing the search, the agency will
Interviewsthe interim caretakeand determines that placement Ofeceivea report from the Department of Justice regarding results of the criminal
the child with the interim caretaker is in the best interests of theordssearch and a report from the Department of Health Services regarding results
child. In the case of an Indian child, the best interests of the Indrithe search of other integrated databases. Further |n_vest|gat|on ma.y be r.equued.
child shall be determined in accordance with s. 48.01 (2), Stats. (b) The agency shall subntite fingerprints of the interim
(c) The interim caretaker cooperateith the agency in finding Caretakeunder sub. (1) (b) to theigéonsin department of justice
apermanent placement for the child by either seeking to becoffe?ther law enforcement agency for submission to the national
the child’s guardian or adoptive parent or assisting in finding othgﬂme information database as provided in s. 48.685 (2) (c) 1.,
permanentesources for the child. tats. .
(d) If the agencyknows or has reason to know that the child (C) The agency shall conduct a reverse search of tseovsin
is an Indian child, the agency provides notice of the Indian shil&eﬁ?ﬁindef feQIStrszSIgldg the In})er::; ctar_etatfa;iid_ress, .
; . ; ; ote: A reverse search by address can be tigrentering the interim caretaker
p:ﬁ%‘?mentm tTedhome of J_henteg:jn) Cargtgker tO_ the rl]ndl?]n addresst http://doc.wi.gov/community-resourcesévider-registry TheWiscon-
ﬁ la's F?arr]en_t, ndian CUStOk lan, a I'e and heLerm":_jes t fa[t)lt €sin Sex Ofender Registryloes not contain information on all convicted ségrud-
omeof the interim caretaker complies with the order o acers.
mentpreference under s. 48.028 (B), Stats., grif applicable, The information is limited by the fefctive date of the applicable law and to those
0 derswho have been arrested and convicted, adjudicatezhromitted for a

s. 48.028 (7) (c), Stats., unless agency finds good Cause'c:ﬁ specified under the law and who meet registration and publication require

describedn s. 48.028 (7) (e), Stats., for departing from that ordesents.

(c) Payments shall be decreased or discontiffuild recipient
is contesting a state law or a change in state law and not the dejgf,
minationof the payment made on the recipisriiehalf.

History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May 2013 No. 689,fe6-1-13.
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For example, certaisex ofenses by juveniles or other persons may not meet regigopy of the criminal complaint and the final disposition of the
tration or publication requirements. Please consider these limitations when obtalrE

informationfrom the sex dénder registry plaint.

(d) If the agency is informed that a nonclient resident in the (c) If the results of the criminal history records search under
interim caretakes home resided outside the state i§abhsin at  sub.(2) (a), (b),or (d); the background information disclosure; or
anytime during the 3-year period before the searchagemcy any other information indicate that tiperson was convicted of a
shall obtain a criminal history recordsarch from any state in violation of s. 940.19(1), 940.195, 940.20, 941.30, 942.08,
which the person is or was a resident. 947.01(1), or 947.013Stats., or comparable law in another state,

(e) Theagency shall obtain information on any child abuse arf@t more than 5 years before the agency obtainetmthenation,

neglect findings during the 5-year period before the search;as f8eagency shall make every reasonablerefo contact the clerk
lows: of courts to obtain a copy tiie criminal complaint and judgment

1. If the agency is informed that the interim caretaker or a noq)]fN%(t)er'W,l\CI?s?Qf (/alsigr?s%]nt(?ottjgt?tc}gilsagf?:r;;m is available at http://iw
client reS|de_n1|n the mtc_erlm car_etakér home rES|ded in the Statecourts.glgov/contactjdocs/clerks;.pdAn investigation and determination .regarding
of Wisconsin at any time during the 5-year period before th@etherthe circumstances of the convictions for the crimes specifipaikc) are
search,the agency shall contact each county irsddnsin in substantially related to the care of children under s. 48.685 (5m), Stats., is required.

; A i f R hespecified crimes are misdemeanor batteagtery to an unborn child, battery—
which th‘? person IS a reSIden.t or was a resident during thosépgcial circumstances, reckless endangerment, invasion of piiNsayderly con
_yearsfor information on any child abuse or neglect repofirol- et and harassment.
Ing. o o (4) OFFENSESTHAT ARE A BAR. Unless the person hdemon

_ 2. Ifthe agency is informed that the interim caretaker or & nogtratedthat he or she has been rehabilitated under s. 48.685 (5) or

clientresident in the interim caretakehome resided outside the(sc), Stats., and ch. DCF 12, an agency may not provide-subsi
stateof Wisconsin at any time during the 5-year period bettege dizedguardianship payments to an interim caretakanyf of the
searchthe agency shall check any child abuse or neglect regisfgftowing apply regarding the interim caretaker or a noncliesit
maintainedby any other JU.I’ISdICtIOI'n which the personis aresi jdentin the interim caretak&s home:
dentor was a resident during those 5 years for information on anY(a) The person has been convicted of a cripecified in s.

child abuse or neglect report or finding. 48.685(1) (c) or (5) (bm)Stats., or a violation of a law of any

() Ifthe agency is informed that the interim caretaker or a NGkknherjurisdiction that would be a violation of s. 48.685 (1) (c) or
clientresident in the interim caretakehome served in a branch(s) (;m), Stats., if committed in Mtonsin.

of the U.S. armed forces, including any reserve _compon_ent, tRote: A table that lists applicable crimes is available on the department website,
agencyshallmake every reasonabldat to obtain information http://iwww.dcf.wisconsin.goun the child welfare licensing/background chesés

on the dischage status of the persorthis information may be tion. The applicable crimes for subsidizgaardianship payments are the same as the
obtainedfrom the dischaje papers or from the armed forcegPPlicablecrimes for foster care. o

branchin which the person served. If the disgeestatus is other _ (C) A governmental body has made a finding that the person
thanhonorable, the agency shall obtain information on the natjf@Sabused or neglected any client or misappropriated the prop

andcircumstances of the disclar ertyof any client. o
(3) FoLLow-up. Follow-up investigation may be required and (d) A final substantiated finding has been made that the person
may include the following: abusedr neglected a child.

(a) If the results of the criminal history records search under (€) A finding thatis comparable to a final substantiated finding
sub.(2) (a), (b), or (d) indicate a cluyar of a crime specified in s. hasbeen made in any other jurisdiction.
48.685(1) (c) or (5) (bm), Statsqr comparable law in another  (5) DeniaLs. The agency shall providke department with
state,but do noicompletely and clearly indicate the final disposiinformationabout each person who is denied monthly subsidized
tion of the chage, the agency shall make every reasonalitetef guardianshigayments or permission to reside in the home of an
to contact the clerk of courts tietermine the final disposition of interim caretaker for a reason specified in sub. (4).
the chage. Note: Agencies with direct access to ESXCWIS, the child welfare automation

i i H indi ; he information directly into the system. Agencies that do not have
(b) If the background information disclosure indicates g/S'mener ine ; : ;

L . e . irectaccess to e @ACWIS, provide the information on ForBCF-F-CFS2191,
chargeor conviction of a crime specified in s. 48.685 (1) (C)B)r Negative Action Noticavhich isavailablein the forms section of the department
(bm), Stats., or comparable law in another state, but the resultsvelfsite,dcf.wisconsin.gov Send the completed form to Out-of-Home Care Sec
the criminal history records search under sub. (2) (a), (b), or (¢ DCF/DSPPO. Box 8916, Madison W1 53708-8916.

: e History: CR: 12-045: crRegister May2013 No. 689, &f6-1-13;CR 16-014:
do not include the chge or conviction, the agency shall make,,’ @) (©) 1., 2., (4intro.). (a), t (4) (b), . and recr. (4) (d), (e) Register June

everyreasonable &irt to contact the clerkf courts to obtain a 2016No. 726, eff. 7-1-16
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